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Background: local and long-distance uses of ziji and ta-ziji Experiment-1: Forced-choice judgments Experiment-2 results
» Two 3rd-person sg. reflexives: ziji ‘self’ and ta-ziji ‘himself/herself’ » Within-subject: Participants (N=48) read 16 target sentences (8 ziji; 8 Salient-antecedent contexts (al): ziji > ta-ziji
» Both ziji and ta-ziji can have local and long-distance antecedents. ta-ziji), 8 control sentences with one antecedent, and 4 filler sentences. Non-salient-antecedent contexts (a2): ta-ziji > ziji
[Pan 1998; 2000; Xu & Runner 2019)] » Stimuli: Al( )... A2(non-salient)...reflexive(ziji/ta-ziji) Type-()-saliency Typei-saliency

ail a2 al a2

(1) Zhangsan; jiu le  ziji;/ta-ziji; IMERAEESERIAN B SR B RGE

‘Zhangsan save ASP self/’himself » Instruction: - -
Zhangsan saved himself. choose which 7 EERX DT, (REEE O R SR E A7 20 5.
E ' g
(2) Zhangsan; juede [na ben shu jiu le  ziji;/ta-ziji]] antecedent (Al or
Zhangsan think that CL. book save ASP self/himself A2) is more natural PAER =5 : : ‘
‘/hangsan thought that book saved himself.’ for the given O O = . r ; i ; r ;
reﬂ EXIVG . | anaphor | | anaphor
Type-(iii)-saliency Type-(iv)-saliency

al a2 al a2

Hypothesis | ‘ )

Experiment-1 results

» Puzzle: ziji = ta-ziji — uneconomical g g
:
Parallel in the pronominal domain: German marked pronouns e : :
i | _ P _ ziji is more likely to take salient-antecedents than ta-ziji :
the more marked form (d-pronoun) resists referring to the most salient : '
antecedent. [Hinterwimmer & Bosch 2018, Wiltschiko 1998] | o o o Y anaphor N o T anapor N
Fig.1 the percentage of picking salient antecedents across four saliencies
. cus . ces « Lo 1.00 . .
» Hypothesis: ta-ziji prefers a less-salient antecedent than ziji. » Variations across » Main effects: ANAPHOR (p<0.001), CONTEXT (p<0.001) and

groups: significant ANAPHOR-CONTEXT (p<0.001) on Z-scored naturalness ratings.

in type-(i),(iii) and

Our study (iv)(c-command);
not significant in
type-(ii) (p=0.41;

no c-command).
» Four saliency contrasts in Mandarin: >0 i-2iji i-taziji  @i-ziji  @i-taziji  @ii-ziji  dii-taziji  ivziji  iv-taziji
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Conclusions and discussions
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» Operationalization: test whether ziji and ta-ziji differ in antecedent
resolution when two eligible antecedents differ in relative saliency.

ziji prefers salient antecedents while ta-ziji prefers
non-salient antecedents.
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percentage for salient antecedents

» Parallel pattern as the pronominal domain

(i) VS. non-perspective [Hinterwimmer & Bosch 2018] osnERerRe More complex, less salient
(3) juede Lisi jiu le  ziji/ta-ziji » Effect is sensitive to saliency type
Zhangsan think Lisi save ASP self/himself Exper|ment—2: Naturalness Judgments Syntax-pragmatlcs interaction in antecedent resolution

Zhangsan thought that Lisi saved himself. An alternative explanation: not saliency but locality

» Within-subject: Participants (N=50) rated the naturalness of two

I vs. non-information sources [Joshi et al. 2006 - - - - » All A2 happens to be more local to reflexives than Al.
(i) [Joshi et 2 | sentences in the given context using slider bars. PP
P - - - More complex, more local?
(4) Ju shuo, Lisi jiu le  ziji/ta-ziji » Controls: grammatical, semantically odd, pragmatically odd, and pieX,
Based Zhangsan say, Lisi save ASP self/himself ungrammatical sentences. > c.t. study showing that ta-ziji shows a significantly weaker locality bias
‘According to Zhangsan, Lisi saved himself.’ effect than ziji. [Dillon et al. 2015]
(i) vs. non-subjects (& 1087 > Stimul: EHIA TR FEARNSERETAA: » More examples teasing apart saliency and locality are needed.
: - rennan et al. IMulil:
- . Side-by-side i TR SR A EEER 2 SRR — S ENER.
(5) rang Lisi qu mai ziji/ta-ziji de yanchufu Ref
= - 1 sentences with the — =27%&# =% €TErences
Zhangsan ask Lisi go buy self/himself 's costume ¥ e e e
: - - ’ contexts that Brennan, S., Friedman, M. and Pollard, C, 1987. A centering approach to pronouns. In 25th Annual Meeting of the
Zhangsan asked Lisi to go to buy his own costume. _ - Association for Computational Linguistics, pp. 155-162. Dillon B, Chow W-Y and Xiang M, 2016. The Relationship
_ favored the Sallent FEELHHEERFEFIHE CHRIBNR, Between Anaphor Features and Antecedent Retrieval: Comparing Mandarin Ziji and Ta-Ziji. Front. Psychol. Hinterwimmer, S.
Y, VS. non_ﬁrst SUb.eCtS Wuvun & Pan 2021 and Bosch, P., 2018. Demonstrative pronouns and propositional attitudes. Pronouns in embedded contexts at the
( ) J [ y ] antecedent or the syntax-semantics interface, pp.105-144. Joshi, A.K., R. Prasad, and E. Miltsakaki. 2006. Anaphora resolution: Centering
i L. i .. - & E SRR E IR R EF N E SRR, theory approach. In Encyclopedia of language and linguistics ,pp., 223-230. Pan,H., 1998. Closeness, prominence, and binding
(6) Juede I_ISI Jianxin Nna ben ShU Jid |e ZIJI/ta—ZIJI non—sahent o 8 theory. Nat Lang Linguist Theory, 16, pp.771-815. Pan,H., 2000. Why the blocking effect. Syntax Semant. 33, pp. 279-316.
: .- : : Wiltschko, M., 1998. On the syntax and semantics of (relative) pronouns and determiners. The Journal of Comparative
Zhangsan thlnk LISI COﬂVIﬂCGd that CL bOOk save ASP SElf/hlmself anteCEdent. Germanic Linguistics, 2, pp.143-181. Wuyun, S, and Pan,H., 2021. The discoursal accessibility of semantic entities in Chinese
‘Zhangsan thought that |._|S| was Convinced that bOOk Saved himself_' discourse. Lag and Linguistics 22, pp. 440-474. Xu, Y. and Runner, J., 2019. The long-distance ta-ziji revisited: experimental

evidence for inherent non-local bindings.

ICTEAP 4, Aug 17-Aug 19, 2023 chaoyi.chen@rutgers.edu - dorothy.ahn@rutgers.edu



